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Modem Architecture in Brazrl:
The New Capital of Brasilia

For nearly two hundred years, from 1763 to \960, the capital of Brazil lay on

its eastem coast, in the town of Rio de ]aneiro. Though Rio is thought to be one of
the most beautiful places in the

made

world its position on the edge of the vast country

it an inconvenient city to be Brazl's

capital. For a long time the main

economic area of Braztlwas found in the Southeastern area of the country in cities

like Sao Paulo and Rio de )aneiro, but the govefftment new that with all the focus

in one area, the country had no possibility of growing the way they wanted it to.

To become an economic power, and to give the country the ability to grow,
government officials knew the capital of Brazil would need to be moved to the

interior of the country. Some people, particularly the president at the time
|uscelino Kubitschek, knew

it was now the time for the capital of Brazil to be

moved from Rio to a place more central in the country.
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The idea for a new capital city was not a new one, in fact the idea had been

around since the first republican constifution of Brazil in 189L. The idea was not
the only thing that had existed for a long time before the plans were carried out,

but a rough idea of where the new capital should be placed was also something
that had been thought of. An old Brazilian legend says that the Italian saint Don
Bosco had a dream that showed a futuristic city that was situated around the area

where Brasilia now lays. In accordance with the counkies constitutiorU Kubitschek
chose the site of Brasilia and began to commission the huge project of building a

city from nothing.

In 1955 work began on the project. The main city planner of Brasilia was to
be Lucio Cost+ a man who won a contest in order to secure the job. He would be

joined by Roberto Burle Marx who would take care of the landscaping design of

the city. The final piece of the puzzle was taken by Oscar Niemeyer, a world
renowned architect, who would take on the job of lead architect for the city. These
three men had worked together previously on proiects in Rio de |aneiro, and were

the visionaries that saw Brasilia from the planning stages in their heads, to the
final creation of

a

new urban center. Though each of these men were great on their
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owrt, together their plans for the city grew, and the city itself became more than
anyBrazilian had ever thought or dreamed it would be.
Costa's main contributions to the city were his ideas for what was to be the

layout of the city streets. He took ideals from two of the greatest world capitals,
Washington D.C. in the US and Paris in France, and incorporated them into his
plans. Both of the capitals he took inspiration from had large streets and central

building and monuments that were highlighted by the layout of the cities
themselves. But Costa had another great idea for the cities layout, and because
Brasilia was to be a brand new city, his idea could be recognized.
Costa's idea for the city was to make its layout in

the form of an airplane.oWhen looking at Brasilia from
the sky, even today though the city has grown, it looks

like a great airplane that has landed in the middle of no
where. Because the city was being built from the ground up, his idea could be
forged through the design of the city streets. Because of the way Paranoa Lake is
shaped the nose of the airplane lies in a sort of peninsula type area and the wings

span from one end

of the lake to another. The streets would be wide

and
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organized

in a fashion that allowed the buildings and landscape to be the

highlight of the city.
Not only was Costa's idea for the layout of the streets one of ingenuity, but
the buildings that were to line them also had a distinct function. By laying the city

in the fashion that Costa's did, he created what were to be known as sectors in the
city. The plane's wings contain apartment buildings and residential blocks, areas
for commercial use, and foreign embassies, and the national government buildings
lay in what would be the planes fuselage. The Plaza of the Three Powers is located

at the nose of the plane, and is home to the offices of the Supreme Court, the
Congress, and the president of the country. When thinking of the cities Plaru Costa

left no stone unturned.
The next step in the cities planning was to start work on the buildings that

were to be showcased by Costa's city layout. Oscar Niemeyer took this
opportunity to push the boundaries of what modern architecture meant in the late
1950's and early 1960's. No one knew what

to expect for the new capital, and

Niemeyer new that he could design some unbelievable buildings that would get
everybody talking, in both good and bad ways.
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The first building in the city to be officially inaugurated was the Pal6cio da

Alvorada or palace of the dawn, in 1958. The building set the standards for the
type of architecture Niemeyer would use throughout the city. The style to be used

was bold and strong, and some of the most modern seen at the time. The use of
columns

for the structure is a

very

classical idea, alluding back to the great

civilizations

of

Greece and Rome, but

Niemeyer put a very modern twist to

these columns making them far from
ancient. The palace is serene, and a kind of beautiful that hadn't really been done
before. Today the palace looks just as

it did when it was first opened, and though

it is one of the most beautiful places in Brasilia, it is also very hard to be able to go
and visit.

Niemeyer designed nearly all the buildings that were in the original city of
BrasiliA from the government buildings to the apartments that make up nearly all

the housing

in the city. By tar the two most

famous buildings though are the

Congress Building and the Cathedral of Brasilia. Both buildings have been highly
celebrated for their unique looks, and creative use of geometry in architecfure.
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The Congress Building in Brasilia consists of three main parts. The first, to

the right, is a semi sphere with its roundness to the sky that holds the senate. Lr
the middle of the three parts

is a rectangular building that holds offices. And on
the left side is another semi sphere, this time

facing the opposite of the first, which holds

the Chamber of Deputies. The three parts
when

put together are a beautiful sight, and

are one unbelievable piece of architecture.

By far the most beautiful building that Oscar Niemeyer designed for the
city though is the Cathedral of Brasilia. The cathedral itself is underground, but its

roof that is on the surface is absolutely extraordinary. When looking at the
building you wouldnlt think that all you were
looking at is a roof because of the beauty and
elegance that this roof holds. The arches that
come together look like they create a crown

that is topping the holy building. The glass that stands between each arch is
stained glass, and from the interior with the light shining down on the cathedral,

it

looks like god is shining down. Niemeyer had created a masterpiece.
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The final touches to the city came from the landscaping design and Roberto

Burle Marx. Though most people don't think of landscape design when thinking

of city planning, it is one thing that completes the look of the buildings and areas

in a city. Marx focused on using plants that were native to the region and that
gave the city life and color. This seemingly little thing made the city officially
finished, and ready to become the capital it was created to be.
Though Brasilia was made to be a beautiful and modem city,

it still didn't

compare to the beauty of Rio de |aneiro. Rio was on the beach, and has one of the

most unique landscapes in the world. Lr the beginning, just after the city of
Brasilia was inaugurated, no one wanted to move there, away from Rio. But things
change, and today Brasilia has a population that is well over two million people.
The city that was made to be a capital is perhaps one of the most interesting cities

in the world and has some of the most beautiful modern architecbure.
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